
This is a set of internal letters of "Gramophone" company that were 
exchanged between the representatives and lawyer of the company in Egypt 
and the mother company "Gramophone". These letters show the relations the 
company has with the great Manyalawi, who stayed on the hit parade of their 
sales until 1930, which means about twenty years after his death in 1911. 
Among what these letters show is how they tried to cheat on him by declaring 
that some recordings were damaged, so he had to record some extra songs. 
"Gramophone" released all the "damaged" recording after he passed away.

‍ ب2 موظفي الشركة ومحاميها في  ‍غراموفون هذه مجموعة من الرسائل الداخلية لشركة 
مصر والشركة اQم. تظهر هذا الرسائل عMقة الشركة مع أهم مطرب لديها الشيخ يوسف 
V اي ما يقارب  WX Y حتى سنة ‍ ‍غراموفون اcنيMوي، الذي بقي في قمة مبيعات شركة 

العشرين سنة بعد وفاته. وتظهر الرسائل كيف خدعت الشركة الشيخ يوسف بأن إدعت أن 
عددا من التسجيMت قد تلفت مما اضطره لتسجيل اcزيد من اQغاني دون بدل. وعندما 

‍ بإنتاج وتوزيع التسجيMت التي أوحت  ‍غراموفون V قامت شركة  WVV توفي اcنيMوي سنة 
أنها تلفت.
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The Manyalawi Case

القضية ا&ني#وي
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Dear Mr. 

bility ef 

I took the 

/ 1 _+-.,_.~-·-::·.:..__:-';~ 

Theedor.B.Birn 
Jtl: ._\- ···~ ;·-:~._,·.!~-~ 

:Tt trav . n~ t .~ ,e~:te~ ~~,~· .u ~ "·.< 

.. ·, .. I I .; . .:.:: :,;: ~-''... ·~l: ... -~ ~· ~ 

. . ........ 
.i ' .... • ~ 

~4/rne _· ed:~P~'me :the des1ra-

g eur tade 1n ypt , and on iny'' retUrn' to. Milan : . ' .. ' 

•.' ,. . . ., ·, '~ ~ -.... ,_ ~ ,.... .: ........ ... . . ·: ,., 
delay,and sent llur best traveller te · ·· · 

Egypt with full 1nstruct1~ns how tG act.· The result.has'been th~t 

our monthly sales 1n Egypt which had previously av·e-raged. :b~tween:· · 

3 and 4000Francs have gone up to about i2 ,'ooo Francs~ ".As· things· are 

arranged at present , we are ,,ery :far :rroci be 1ng well equipped.' to d.eve lop 

the Egyptian trade properly. The Odeon· ce~··has actually. a'oons1derably 
J - . ' .. . . ~-:· .... .1 \. .,. •• • . ; 

larger catalogue e:f Arabian records than we have,and altheugh they 

-~ 
,; ~-

1 -

I . .. 

. t 
i 

.I 
.. 
' ( 

~ 
are not as good as eurs • the larger~: select !en is dist i.nctl.y telling 

1n their f"avour.This is an unavoidhble-· drawback.' which I 'irusi w!il 

be set ar_1ght _as ~o_on as_ Darby _is ~yailable_.'llU:\ta· re~ft~m -~----;1 
----- .. ----~··--··- .. 



" 

" ' 
y;. Theo. B. Birnbaum. 

India to take Egyptian recerds. Another e~~ect .in our erganisation 
. ~ . . - . . . . ' 

in Egypt is that up to the presen~ we ~r~ suPPlYing eur buyers there 

direct from Hanover & London,so that they cann&t get our g&ods at a 

short not1ce,and most of them complatn_~f this,and pG1nt eut that 

the Odeon C9.which helds stocks in Egypt can supply them at short 

• notice with any goods they may require. OUr traveller estimates 

that the Odeon 02.are doing fully as much as we are,perhaps more, 

which is not a satisfactory state •~ affairs. As far as I can see 

we are only at the beginning of things tn Egypt,and the~e seems to 

be c~nsiderable scope for develop~ent there. I therefore think the 

time has arrived to suggest to you the advisability of epening a 

' 

small sub-branch at· .Alexandria wher~a limited stock ef suitable rec&rcis 

and machines would always be held. The traveller I sent to Egypt is a 

reliable and fairly capable man,and I think he is quite equal to 

leaking after such a small establishment. If you are 1n favour ef 

this scheme I would like to run over to Alexandria and Cairo and 

have a look at the market before the· matter is definitely decided 

and at the same time start this branch, should my views on the subject 

not undergo any change after seeing the market. If we de this it will 

be well te de it now 1n the full season and so as te be ready to 

thoroughly push the sales of the new recerds which I hope we will 

~ 

-·-·· _ _:_. :L .. ~~ 



soan be taking there. Such a branch has a great deal more sense 

for us than the little branch I closed down at Lucerne,and I thtnk 

that it will do a great deal more business. 

(. I Awaiting the favour of your reply,Iremain, 

Yours truly. 
- ... -- ..... ' ... - • """.- -- ~ - I':', , -\ • ! ....... • •. • -1 

( 
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Sirs, 

._EGypTIAN RECORDING ALLOTJ.tENT .. - In reply to your letter Of' 

the 27th. u1st. Mr. Sarter has est1r~ten his recor~ing requirerr.ents at 

2000 Pounds £or Joussu£ an1 2000 Poun~s ~or all the rest o£ the recor­

ding whicll !nclu~ contracts with one or two important singers • The 

question of' Joussuf' has still to be 1ecided by Mr. Muir at Cairo itself 

an1 the transfer woul1 only be ~a~e af'ter his telegraphic advice to 

this ef~ect. The remaining sum ho·~~ever should be trans£erred without 

delay. We are surprise~ that this had not bean included in the last 

Egyptian estimate of cash requiremen~s sent to Lonion or that they 

have not rrade any 11reot application for the trans~er. 

Yours truly : 

'l'ba GraophJ&e Coii~~~l (ii;!J) U!irt&U 

J~- P·"~A 

/
---~/ 

--
X .• • 

J·JI 
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April 9th 

C a i r o. 

Egyptian Recar!iigg A.llotment. Your letter of the 30th lla.rch 

has b :.m :plucJd b~for.(:.! m~~. I not~ tlllat in addition to th~ allotm~nt 

of .f2, 000. for JO'lase:f, you asl.t for £2,000. far the rest oi.' th~ recorc1-

ing. In a .t'orr:.~.er lett.~r you rr~~mtion~d £400. as the probabl~ amo;mt 

·.:hich I.::r. Sart::1r would. re 1uird. 
;. . . . 

The allotm~nt for Egypt was ori£1nally £2,000, and the 

m~:..j.i.mum i'it;ura ·.vhich I di .cussed :tor 1 t with you, including celubri ty 

e.rtietes, .vas £~?,000. If -"~ add £1,400. to the .£1,~00 already spent, 

this brings uu to the .f.:L 000 ai thout allo·:ling fer Jouasef: adding 

th-:J lattclr HIJ have a .. r3card1ng allotment of £5,000, or prop~rly 
- . . .l 

t:ipe<.'..king £6,000, takin£ into account the royalty lntur du!;l to Jou1:H!P-f 
•• •J. 

on <Jach y3ar's sal~s. This is beyond all cound.s. 

:S~yptian Sales av·~raf;c, for thu laot thr1e months, £2,500. 
' . 

On t:XfJ.r.ttl:nlnf... tn;} Cairo Balance Sh~et, I find out of total sales of 
.. 

£13,607, about £P,OOO are motoru, leaving racord sales of some £5,000. 
• • ..j o\ 

" 
Even a3suminc that th3a~ are doubled, we have record sales of £20,000 

? 

~mn~~m on an .JA.pdnditure oi' £5,000, or 25;-r, as against 6.4.0,1 ·:,hich ia 

thu l:lc-.~·:..imun .figure ·:;h ich ;;.:;; allo;·l in our estimates for recording allot-

, .• 



2 

runt;;. 

In dealiife .d.;;h Racora Salei:i, I have l·.3ft ~nti:--,1ly out 

of the :1v~~tion th:: nv:rb·;r of European records ·:,hich ar..: incluaed in 

your t~alt:3, ·:.hicr4 mu~t amount to a very fair rroportion. Will you 

:r:l~Hl.oe .J.~c~rtaln, aurin.: _;·our stay, thd prOJ>•Jrtion of nativ~ to 

total aalJa. You ~La b~tt~r giv~ me tha full~st particulars possible 

·.-:hich C.:i.!l, in i4ny ·.al.y, ju.;;ti1"y our heavy outlay, as I exp~ct a heated 

Sa.rt . ..: r. ilartJr ha.:J ntjv..::r replied to m~ question as to 

·.;h..:t:• Jr 1:h .. r ;cor"u;.., lJ~ :nt:; ~une; "u;y J"oussef b::!foro the termination 

tu.ll copi~s ol: r:L::t' correaponu;!nce ·:ti th 

I ;;~ inclinJd ·.o say that you muat confine your reco rdinr 1 

out;ji<!~ Jm.;ssaf 1 to "" r:.a..Aiwt~ outlay. or .£1, 000 - n.r.d I h;:;.v~ int.tructad 

th-3 l:n·.u\ tinE :Iou.o:3 .:J.ccor-uinr-;ly. This brings your outlay for the year 

Will you pl~ada taku nota that in vie~ of _the ~xtr~maly 

h·Javy di:JUWld3 for rQcora.ing 1 I propose to confine rscording trip~ 

to outlying tdrritory to ons par ~!1Ulll 1 instead of t·.vo· 

Yours truly, 

TH~ GRo\l!OPHONE & TYPEWRIT.ll~R T~MITED 

, 
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Copy .letter. 
Shepheard's Hotel. --------------- CAIRO. 

April l?th 190?. 

Dear Mr. Birnbaum, 

Egyptian Recording . Previous to the conclusion of the 
------~---~~~---~-Yussuf Contract we had an agreement already with El Saba who is the 

• • • • •• -...... # ~ 

third singer in order of merit and will be red-seal. 
- .... ·-~. . ; : ...• · . ~ ,: -;: . 

This absorbs 

£900 for the singer and £150 for the accompanying singers and music. . . . . 

We have made only .one other artiste tor £55 but Gaisberg's expenses 

have to be added so that we will be £250 - £300 beyond the allotment. 

The other singers o~ secondary importance and the Syrian Recording, 
... 

I have out out. There is to be no autumn session here so that from 

Yovembar of this year onwards for 12 months we will not be issuing 

any new records. I do not quite follow the argument that our 

expenditure on Recording should be small because our sales have been 

small. Egypt is doing a trade of nearly '£9~~?0 per month in talk-

ing machines and Arab records; of this 

~!achines £3, 000 

Of this trade we are doing 

16chines 65 per cent 

Blumenthal is doing 

Machines 10 per cent 

Records £s·,ooo 

Records 10 per.cent. 

-Records ·85 per cent.· 

But Blumenthal has always spent two or three times as much on 

Recording as the Gramophone Company and has made it pay handsomely. 

This being the case, why not the Gramophone Company9 We have shown 

a decent profit on what is virtually a machine trade, and there is 

nothing of a very speculative nature in recording here now that we . 
f 



have begun to understand what is wanted. 

pean Record Sales to Arabic is as follows -

The proportion of Euro-

European monthly sales 
Arabic " " 

. 800 records. 
4,200 . It 

Blumenthal's average monthly sales of records almost entirely Arabic 
- . . 

• I • • ; • • • • 

is 30,000. We calculate to quadruple our present average towards 

the end of this year. In the past the singers in order of merit 
~ .. ,._ 

have been divided as follows :-
' . 

Odeon. 

(2) Cheik Salaam 
(3) El Saba 
(4) Abdel Hai 

i Gramophone 

------___ ,.. __ 
------

(4) Abdel Hai . 

Beka 

(1) Cheik Yussut ____ .. _ 
-- .... ._ .. ........... 

From next November onwards the division will be as follows :-

Ode on . Gramopb.one. 

(1) ------ (1) Cheik Yussuf. 
(2) Chsik Salaam ------
( 3) El Saba (3~ El Saba 
(4) Abdel Hai (4 Abdel Hai 
(5) ------ (5) .:Bamba 

and Beka almost drops out as their old Yussuf Records were always 

bad and now the matrices are getting worn and they are worse still -

practically worthless in fact. 

This sho'."'S how the balance is .shif'ti~g round in our favour. 

Syria has to be worked up and Egypt is by no ~e~ns exhaustively 

exploited yet and the trade seems to be steadily increasing. 

· Yours very truly, 

(signed) K. MUir. 

, 

.<.-
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GRAMOPHONE·C.o\IRE. 
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6TH EDITION • 

Manage; K. Fr. VOGEL 

THE GRAMOPHONE COMPANY (ITALY) LIMITED 
Siege pour I'Egypte, Ia Turqule, I'Asle Mlneure et Ia Syria 

RUE MOUSKY - LE CAIRE (Egypte) 

!::-: ~~. ~ .:-; .~~J 
L ·:..~_.LC:. 

P.o. e. 103e 

TELEPHONE 2122 

July 8th 1907. 

~ -~ 
London/VJ\ 

The Gra~mophone & Typewriter Limited, 

Dear Sirs. 

We beg to confirm o#r cablegram of to day as follows: 
I 

11 !!0402,84059, 259654,255268,637081 

These figures represent the fol7·wing particulars: 

Gramophone net salesJune, II0402,-

84059,$ Zonophone net sales, .. / 

• 

259654,6 

255268,4 

63708,7 

Yours faithfully • 

.. ' \.... . . 

. ..... . 
1 ; ..; u~. . . 
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dinbl' he. 'W()Uld certainly ha.Ya 
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-le c_ontra.~.· origiri~l. 

las Hoira pheik Yous-

fixea,calculees il est·vrei 

comrne. ba.se d 1 e:ppreciation.rai~, 

a11ou6es t.t titre tie ca.pi te.l 

:f:lobo.lement. · :_ · ,_.. ., 
- -.. . ..: ·~ .. ' .·,. .. ~-~~ ~· .. - !i.: ~,-~ • 

. < ·:!·:1--;· .. ~':.~ ... ; .. ~ ~"::~;j~:~-~ <~r:---~~ ... ~:::,_-:··;~~---~-~ :;~~;~ ". .:~ .. .. ,..: "' 
---·,··~-st. pre!'e~ib}~·:;;a.~.,~'Sigrier 'lln qon~­

;--'-·'. -:: :~ 't-~·:i_~~:~;~·-·;-C_:~~.~:-1-~~:!~~:~t~:f_~·~:~-~~~~~~1~;~~~!~5;~:~·~: -··.j~ ,.;-... ~~ :: ··;~ .. ·<·- -~~ 
ti:e.nciient ·'1.l:.~e ·.:r o~s ~:Dour . f.oll ies 
.~ -· · .. ~ ' '. ,. . -

:· . ''.· ·. \· :.:J··.-'·,·-:c; ',:: :~-:-'~~-,·\·~.,/;!1.~:::'.·. :.}: · .... 
sa .:present'e et ''dans';,:le --.cesz de pu-· .. . . " '. . ·.; ~ ~-.;:::~. ;: .. -~. :¥~ ;1? ·. ',,· . . ; . 

s ;~~-?s~.:~;f·;.ce . que ie s Eoirs 

c orr~.-:e ~-il ~;a_-· cto .. -expose ci-
• /' '- C ·~ ,'I'' .' • • 

~urcnt cert~inellient gain 
"' •. :"'-; 

e~ prud~nt. de r_c[;ler. sc. 

est possible~ 
-~.-:'. ... 

ilheri ·such· 6:Fil:io .. 

de renm1ecr 

rour_ la Cie. est certa.il:eme:r':..t r~oill-

du non pnyerr.ent· de lo. ro~rt;.l t;."' 

s'.:.r 
, . 

... es 

..... , .. 
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· ·. 1) Ru~ El-Man~kh · 

(su.i't-e) (:?.)) 

encore et surtout sur lF~ val Pur d~s di tRs· chnt1sons, valeur q\:.i 

s 1 elevr~..it b. !)lUO de :~.2000 soi~ e:p~~S 6.e Vil:r:t le 1:-l"i:E. de ?C-C-

+ 
+ f 

4) Bo~ne note est ·i_:.:rise: ~T' ,jurirai le cont.re t en. lant;ue . 
. -;- _:'_ -~:._·. . .. . ·:. . '' ... · ... _·._ ' ...... ·. -~ -,--·-,· ~~:·.~:· -~ :, :~-~'" -.:~ _ _.:- . . ;, · ... ' -: ·-,·· ., ·_.· .. •. _ .. · :~-:-~----, 
·]'rs.nqaise. · !JO'?X, 1 's.ppu;:e_r ca.:tJ~goriQ.~,·~~ent. :=-. · · · · ~·:;:- >: ·: ::· .. ·- ,;':'· !;·, · ·····c • • _ .. ,~ 
{;:.- ':_..,,_,i .•.. ··.· :<· .· . : ·_•·; ·,. ·.;·. -~ •.'''-:: .. · .. :.· -~:-;,_;:'~: "'· ·: ;: ::f'\.::c_•;:·.:.;:·· ,.::;·· ·;.:7>-'~:i:::''-'- .. -~'···· /:;-;; _:;:. 
.... - . B). ·Je ne suis:p(!_s · d 'c.vi_a·,· de -p!'ooiser et. je o~ois ·-._qp.e· :nelse~~ · 

·, 

jJ) no !· . .-. -
E.) !;o .• . 

-+ 
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, .. ·. 
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REPORT for the BOARD October·eth 1913 
---~--~---------~------

· CH!!IKH YCUS~F COI-:TRACT 

The i.!a.naging uirector reports that· under. the agreement 

with the lat~ Cheik-it Youssef >fe are entitled to issue 50 D/S recor-ds 

subject to a royalty of 5 Piastre~ on each record sold - that we 

hold original Shells of numbers nade by this artiste sufficient 

for a.n additional 14 D/S records, and that there is a C:sbit ar:jount-

ing to Fs.ll,234.8 (£115) standing in the books of ~~e Alexandria 

Br.anch against the late Cheikh Youssef for goods supplied. 

~· The l.:anaging :Virector ap?lies for pe~~ission to enter 

. 
into an agreer.1ent. wi tr.. tfie heirs of the late Cheikh Youssef and to 

obtain t~e ri6}1t to issue,free of royalty, the 14 additional ·D/S 

Cheikh Youseef records, and to·write off in return the s~~ of 

Ps.ll,234.8 (£115). standing to the debit of tLe late Ch~ikh 

Youeeef's account. 
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Recording ·. , · · · · 

ll:r. ·x. F. Vogel, 
The Gramophone Coy Limited, 

Alexandria. 

.. · .. 

IV/"' . .... ·, 

J'· 

Com.:Pany vdll. "write off" the EJilount· of J.l.,2·,3·.a· ,;ia.stree. (~l5L 
I . . 

at 'present~ siaruUrig. to "the debit of C.heikh Yqu·s~ef j'or goocis 
- \-,. 

supplied. 

Your~ 1'a1 thfully ,· · 

' .. -· .-- .- .. ,' ~-- ~-

,• 

-. 

r. 

.,.. 
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P.O B 414. 

A l~ f3'N E RED. RuE STAMaouL. -2. 
··: .. , . { .t.:~i--·'. _j_.P Lt'~.~ .·. : .,. . ·.· 

.,.. • ....... ~..:.~_ ... .-... :--.:. . .;;. ~ ........ .'.~ .. : ,.. !::'.~.·.~-·!;. ' .-

-. ~·;;~;~_'i.·:e; ·1). ·a ;"~:ir ; , ~·· s; ~,:~· :'~~:: ,; x ~~ ~i£;:;~~21\~~:[~:r,~:,~:'~:r~~;;:.;~:'_~; 
. <'i;~--<:·:,:'~·,;.:·,~:. · .sec~~:v ~f.' -th~· Gr~~:phor;~···c.~m~-i;~;:_-~-t~~:~·:··,.··;.· -~: -~.---% 

. ';~~~-·~:,·~~~p:r~.·::· .. · .. ··· . ··:.···{·· .. , ... ~ .•.• :n .. a:tz:. ~ :~~·:~~}·;.:.~··'····. 
··' , :r· co:i:.f'i1·m I!ly.l"attr.il' of' ths I7tu"1. ir~~i'~·;·e.r:.ct 'bee, :_t,o ·er.close ·a 

.le:tte::. .. re:::eived 'f':rom _:essrs. s. ;Audj. .~ )!['re:res, t:~yrout.h,· ":~s_.l':ell 
as. Co:p;)r .of' my · :t-eply·. . , . . .. ;;J :. : · ,. . · .. ·: ;.Y· 

From e.r~ ir.f'o-:tmat.i(n-; 
Cheik Yousse:r, Aodel :-x .. y 
availe."ble ir. J..merica • 

.. • 

:-:~cei.;..rea.,· it· seems that a.ctue.l·l~:,c;u~" . 
~-d ot..'le':- A~ . .-abic reco,·ds e.re .~-±-:r· 

··' 

- . .,_ 

.. 
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GRAMOPHONE, ALEXANDRIA. 
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A. II, C. liTH EDITION. 

-C:ODilal . LIUillla II LllTT~II. 

TCLIPHONC I •0 • 14, 
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· :_·.;~:;Y~;\}:!~:' ::: :.t::\:.~-:: :·.i\~<~~~.2~' . · '· 

... -· _,_.:, :·:- . . ~: ·.- .--;-

; j··:~".?; :. :~· ·_.:: ... -:-·: .· ~-.: . ~ . '· 
. :: :~ea.r. si-rs_:. ._ :":."''·· 

.. ; .... 
· •.. i • 

•:', • .. ,'-.. 

HIS f)oiASTER'S VOICE~ 
.,_. ··. :. 

-.. 

- ... '~ 

: -~--

RETAIL BFIAHC:HIS • .. ._,_- _' 
. ..,_ 

ALEXf-NDRIA, \. ·. 
SHI:IIIP 1'Aa~A ,ST •• 28 -

_; • Tii.I:PHDHEz .149•. 
CAaRO ... . -. ~: :_-,.~~ ... 

SH~ItllH MADHIIIAal. 

C:o0,TIHCNTAL 1JUILDIH~a. 

TtLEPHONI:: 2122. 

~- \ 
3C't.h Uovembe,.I&P.I • 
-ALEXAND.RIA, · 

• P.OB 414~- :. ·-

> RUE ST~MBOUL.;2; 

.... 

>~~;. ·, c; · dl!iy '-recieiv"d :roW · :ra:vii,- oi• i.M 'il'l1.a :ir-J;t:~ A.f /!':' • •· •. ·· · · 
. ' ··. ·.. . . .;:;;·~·D ~ ~ .• A >~· . ·)'::'t}·':·~)~;'_f:>t ·/· : \ .. ·. ···~ 

::· 
• • 'I • • '._· 

•'',. .:e:nd ll&."Te .sent. it. on "t.o Raves ·-:ro-r_lfeois'io:rl'~:·::. ·. ·.-. · ...... 

. . I hlso sub~~ited you~ 1~-t.t.e~~~-· t~~ )~a.~~~ ot>ih~:: c6~~y !le~, 
. but. na inai:stts or( Taoaivirp-: a oopy o:f t.ha oT"ne~. se1"ti<'tli.,..ouph res'3,..s. 
E. -Audi _S2 -Co. :t.o 'Uie Folyp!J.or• -~o.· · ... ) · · :: ·~ .· -- ·· 

~ou would. t.a9~:fore {'T:ee:t.ly oblire ·'by ie1:.t.irp .lrLS ~ha.7e ta.is 
·py.­ ' '.• ·~· . ; . . =-

. :Kindly ex-cuse ld-3 l:;,..ouble I· .bb r:ivirp you if! 
&11 oo~o~~ed &nd ~~inp'you in ~t.ioi~btior. 

- .... . : , . . : X ·~-remain • · · 
Dea-r-s1-rs. 

:•· 
' 

,) .· 

You,..s 7~i~ully 1 .. 

I :; 

I· . . . · 

oo-

...... 
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No.2485 

lir K.Fr. Vogel, 
The.Gramophone.Company Ltd. 
P.O.:B._414, . ·-_ ·. .. .. 
Alexandria,Egypte.. . . 

n~-a~ si~::-· .~ ':·. 0:. ·· 

;, .. -. . ~ 
. ' ~ . 

:'" 

•·· .. 

.. ·'· 

:,.:>.;:;)'; ', ·:·. >·'-lj._; . .,_. . . ·:· .· ·. . .. ... ; . . . . .. · - .: .. : .. :;:; ; .•.. ; ... 
:'"

1,i :~r:·,.,_ :· .. We are in 'receipt of your ·i'avor o:f :the -~_2:th X>.':,.~: ~- ': :-:·.:·~:::(: . . · 
inst' c-:re•n··G ·A:G and.·beg·you to ·note that··we are·1 sure\'·:~:·::.-":: ·:· .. :<~.::,;. .. _;·,_'4· 

·that.~-·~i:~·tile: :~e c6ras ~ t.}?.~t··· "'re ·· pi,c.~ d tlirougll'::~(;_s·s~s=,=:;.·~i-~~~:\t1~~j:_f·~·J.):,y/:/~·s~~s;!:~:~-;. ··. 
B.io.;·Audi & Co.· 'from the Polyphon,a.re the exact-repro-::·,;~::·::·:···:.·_-: :<_·;";:7;~:/. 
duc~i.onJ.oi'··the .. Gramophone Ccf.'lls,trices and bear. the·>:.;,~ ••. · · . : ;·:·:·:·~ · ·:· 
SeriB:l. l~ilmbers .o:r.:··.the 'Jlramophone' co ... · on -t~e. J;~f3,trhSe.t):_.:; .. --:;:·:_><~- <.; _ _: •.. 
themsel-ves,fc)'r.that .-it .is riecd1e·.ss to· ma"ke .t.he -:work',Y'·~·-···'· _,: · .. : '_.>.;-··. 
you"aaked' us ·in your letter and ~e _give ,yoti'·-Fis in.stence\,_~.: :·· · :.·.· .:~; ·. ::.·_· 
i'rolll.S.:;s:lJiiple.--of record we have ·:rromthe :Poiyphon4!;.~:'it''.:.·· ; ~;,'_··::, : .. 
is··the ·.reprodu-ction .of ... Bechra1'. Rejs.z ·Kar (Tatio.s}'{V.-;~·.-::. - " ' <·. · · c 

1l.M;._Jlensour Awad,Sa.my Chawa et F:l Kadabi ,Caire;!-:o·~·2..;':· '·::·-,... . .. · ... 
9~64: and l~ol373:l .. These. writings are reproduced,o.n. :the 
green ~abel on the centre o:r the record~ exa'c:t1Y.'B.J3 · · -; · ... 

. those C)f .. the Gramophone Co~ and at the edge there· sre 
tbe i"ollowing ril.lmber.s carved in ·the record: 29.16.4 .·:· ·: .. · · 
llade in ·Germany No.l3243 and l~o.l40'7Y. We have noticed 
that allthe r'!(}Ords,v:hich -we have received i"rom the 
Pol:f1>hon,are the exact reproduction of .the .Gramophone :, .. 
Co. Ltd. records e.nd so there l.B no doubt that you can · ·. ·; 
ba.se yours~lf on these evidences and give us your .in-
structions in order to make the necessary· i'o~e.l· · ·. · .. 
seizure as soon as the goods ere landed. at. the custom : •- .. 
h~use~- · 

. 
The order of records ~hich we placed through 

Messrs B.Audi & Co. has been transmitted to th~ ~ely­
phon Co. of Jressrs Bretsclncider & Co ,Leipsic, on the 
6th of October last e.nd v1e are until date ·without>. · 
any acknovtledgem~nt oi' the order to kno"U whether same · 
will be shipped or not but sa soon "lf't we receive any 
information regarding this order we "Will let you know. 

Yours respectfully, 

JBA/JCY 

-:.'. : . ~ 

• 'I' 

' . -T---.--.._ .. , ---·------- -~·-·-·-·· ----------
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FOR 
( 

EGYPT, SUDAN. ABYSSINIA. OTTOMAN EMPIRE. GREECE, SYRIA, PALESTINE 8: CYPRUS. 

·.·.-

TwL&OR/.111 OR C/.8U' 

GRAMOPHONE. ALEXANDRIA. 

• . · {. · ,.;·II. C. OTN t:DmON. 
CODUr •. 

LIDIIII II LITTIII. . '-. . . 

I ·~-~ '-·- .. 
•' • ~ , I 

!r HE·· GRAM-O·P.H ONE 
' ' ~ . -~ . 

--~~~~~'~::-:. ~ .. ~--~:'_. ·!·<:.-· r·· . 

... _., '-·· . 
.·:,, . .~:f' 

. ~ ~ . . 
• • •• 'r 

Dear·Sirs, 
' .. · 

the 

.· / . 

· In reply to your le~~ of the 
list.or I9 Che~ Youssef shells 

,l. 

.· RETAIL BRANCHES r .. 
ALEXANDRIA, 

&HJ:AIP' PAlMA ST •• 28 

TELEPHOHE• · 1494. 

CAIRO • 
6HA"C" MA0HIIIA8t. 

CONTIHINTAI. 8UILOINOA. 

TELEPHONE• ~122 . 

. ·. 
Unfortunately only 4 ·D/S records can be published from these 

matrices,. as all the other shells represent only parts of songs. 
··:' ' . 

It would be very important to secure as soon ·as possible the 
missing matrices. Do you think it possible?. 

Re. royal t.y I never intended to suggest t.hat the royalty o· n 
tne Cheik Youssef records should no longe~ be paid to the Heirs on 
records sold by us, ~e are ~doubtedly under contract obligations. 

What the Heir of Cheik Youssef wanted to point out at the 
time was, that his :father hav·in,g sur..g for the Gramophone Co., an 
English Company, he could not foresee that the mat.,...ices would e·.,er.­
tuaily be sent to Ge'T"many and that the,...efo'l':'e the Company was -res-. 
ponsible if the matrices had been confiscated anq. no sales of' ""· 
Cheik Youssef' records possible durin~ the wa,.... 

I wonder ~~at up to now I hea~d nothing ~urther about hi~ ~. 
his :rather's records beinR offe-red for sale in the Polyphon cats.-
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2lstJune 19G2 

··-
·Sh/L. 

':'• - ' 
.• 7~ + • 

X.F.Vog'!l ~~q: . 
-~-· . :::::!~. ,- ·· · · .. ·.·: ~1 ·q~~0N,'i: :: ·- . ·· -· :; .:: -_ · . 

•.. . . . • ·~· · .• r~ Abd~l :.L· '"'~ Ch~B:h You•~~t' •· -;~ .. v~~to;r co~ ... ri to 
. Ul:1 ·to. the'! ·~ff~ct t.:nat t.i£~.1 O'Jli-,v!! th'!Y. c"oulcf'r;~l;l a t<:OC~~t~·· 
qu~n ti ty of th~ l\ecor.:ts by t.'-1 ~sa t,-.o .''.J:'ti ~~::s i ~ it is pon~sible 

.• for tha fl9yn.lti 'if! to b:! co·hsi t.l'3raol;t :r!!dtic~d.-·~ . , ·;! .. : ; <~~{ ·;, 
• With regard to clieim ·Youssef~ you ·will r~t:!rn"o~r ·that 

you gave it as your opinion tha.t thg,'heirs of. thi~ Artiet9 are 
not entitled to paym9nt oi' Royalty • . : ~71! have -~"l.!!~r. l~E;al · 
b'pinion as to thiP ruatt~r. n.nd it is qntir·ll.Y ar;.:i~rit ynur viP.ws, 
·it b"!ing· the O;?inion: of our lei•·~ ndv i sor$ fr.a t. ir. i:~~ ·~v=mt of 
a ~·ui t ex,ing. brought agaim= t UP, thg .::,;yptirm court ... 6ullj b~. in 
favour of pH.}'nl'!!nt ~~~ n~ !.H"• d~ to th'l hllir3 of ~:hei ith Youesei". 

. ·It, how'!v~r. occurs to us thnt apa~t· frOili th~· legal ~Bp==! 
of th'! ens'! 1 t r.:ir:ht b~ po!'!ei ble :for you to try 11nd 'c;:ane to a .· 
satisfactory arrang~u'lnt in co,nnection wi:th the r~cords JllA.de by 
th'! late Cheiich Yo us set". ..-. ··' 

.. ;e far as 1\'Ddel .Eary is conc'!rned you can point out that 
if th~ h'!nvy Hoyal·ties be iru~if!t"!d upon. the·"!ictor Ta.l~in,; l~:~chi~.­
Co. will·proba":lly not. list 'hie hecorus but if he is r"!aeon~ble he 
v.·ould probably draw a con!11 d~rabl e ·Ell. ount fran .an '!ri c~n s:1.les. 

· · . At th" san~ time it will no doubt occur. to you that YO\l l!.: 

po!:'Pibly b9 ni>le to arrange a sb~il:1.r lower P.oyalty for Pnl~a in 
th'! t"!rri tory e,ov'!rn!ld by thi e Co::.pFtny so ae to r~t~O';.~:<'!nc!! the p· .. 

or his ::~cor--~s ~f!.1r th!'! lon.- ir.t'Jrlnl r-hich ·h·!: alnpsed. 

------------

Yc·Ul;~ ·:-t, ·:· v•>·, ;,:;) ~ .•.. J4. • ' 

THi: GJ~\'. Gl-'H' JU Cl:. i-'.n' 'l Ll:. IT .. iD. · 

--------------- .. -·-· ..... 
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db~vnewT lfeira of ~l:. Youscci" 1;1 li.."lninlaou v. The Co;.&~•nll...t• 
t 

i -1~­
t 

I 
! 
! 
I 
t 

l aencl you letter ;:.f :~nitre ,li'eJ..cnioo c~ the 4th in:;tunt 

contn.in"in0 by· v•ay CJ! enclooure a letter 1'rom llr. VuL;el ot the: 

same date. As ·you will see llaitrc Fclonico asko !or further 

evidence. on two pointu no ao tu i'orestall the poo&ibili t.v ol' 

'the ,Llle.intil'fs allct;ins thut the de:f'erJd:lnta arc not Ir.al:ing i"ull 

disclosure to the Court ot the evidence asked i"or. The two 

points are :-. 

1. ,Clnuoe ~ of your .~.f;fiuavi t, lo.~. t porat::;raph: llai tro .Fclonico 

sug:;estc thut this be cupplei!lcntcd by a i'urthcr cf1'1da.vit 

sta tin~ that the :Bro.nches and ~:utoidi:1ry companica rcfc1·rcd 

to bed not in their posceosion by way or &took at the outbl·eak 

ot jbc grt:·at war :lny records of the Artiste, .Ll ~-aniala.ou 

or JnJ .otller evidence \'ihich coul~ be deduced directed tc, the 

sa.:.;.e end. 

~. Clo.uoe fJ: :.~. Vo~el in hiD letter st!ltcs :-

lu tha' the poci tion .:m lst ~ec otcr ,1913, r.ao th:•t· he: had 
in etoc .. ::!r;u · -~.n t:t·~.nci t. 4t4 Gheik!-... y,JUCt.t:I' reccrus s.n·_. th::t 
o.ll other l'ecarue LJe)· .. nd thvcc a:Jcve .i.:lCn'tioned wt.ich cunotitute<! 
tll~ ;;.tock liclor.~in.; to t~.e Cc.:n.;any .cur~tin~entl)' C'-~C c.:i' .. Ji!c..il:h 
Youza:(;j' 's ~i,ltiin~ \'IE'l c broAen up anu returncti t~ tllt. Co!:l:.:any 
con::.ccutivcly. 

:a. lis tc. .Lhc rc,Yal tie:c "-UC in rct}JCct ~l' the 454 rccorL:.e c,f 
Che.i.&Jl Yc.;u&&ci', crt:O.i t r.houlu hr:.ve bet:n .:;.iv~n tiJ the ;:·lc.i nt.ifl'o 
by t.he Col:l:Jany in ito six-.~c.nthly ::!ccc,unt or as soon nu p~.J E.!lii ble 
there <::I tel'. __ r. Vq:.cl ref erD .. !11 trc;; ~·c;l~nicv -;,o H:lye E ,;: .:..;r 
dct:!ils ir, re:;rJ.rd. to thez:e acc~unts .Ln l":hl.ch 1·ciercncc to· the 
said royaltic~ d40U1(4 be found. 

l!ai tre .Fclonico therefore t~u;~ec:sto that the cup,·:le::~t nt:lry 

aft idnvi t should so !nr no it concernc the stock con!· ora in ita 

statc:.:.;cnt t;.. the evidence c:f the Chartered /.ocounto.ntc t'ihO in 

their turn .~:aould sur port. the ctatc~cnt ol.' :.:r. Vcecl on~ in rc-

- -sard to. tJ1c r.:.yc.lt.icG (jhoulci state th·.:t the~ have been cr((iitcu 

:..huulc.i. cive oc~a~lc ~,;r i.hc ro.,,.:.~.lti(.~ :~er;t,.:.uncci c.;·:lLibitin.:; tu the 

ru'11u~vit.11 ?ocoiblc the docu.:~cnto.ry ,p1•oo.r0 
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evidence on two pointu DO au tu forestall the pootibili ty o1' 

the .plaintiffs allct;ins thut the defendanto arc not l!'.Zll~ing Iull 

diecloeurc to the court of the evidence asked for. The two 

points are :• 

1. . .Clnuoe 4 of your .!"~ti'idavi t, lo.:. t poracrapll : ltai trc Felon! co 
sum;ests tht::.t this be eupplei~cntcd by a further afi'ido.vi t 

statin~thut the Brnnchea and cutoidi~ry companies re£crred 

to had not 1n their posceos1on by wa:; of &to·ck at the outbt·eak 

ot )be grc·a t war ~ny records c·f the Arti ate, l.l ~.:.'ln1ala.ou 

or ;&y other evidence \"ihich coulcl be deduced directed tc; the 

saJJ~e end. 

~. Clnuoe u: .:~!r. Vo~el in hie let tcr ate. tcs :-

A~ Tha~ the pocition un lst ~ec ulcr,1913, wno th:•t·he had 
in etcc .. anu -~.n tr~.:u::i t 4t4 ~heik!'.a. Yuuuc:c;i' reccrus an~ th::.t 
all c: the!' ·records t,;ey o.;nd ~hvcc a;.,ove '-'lcn~ioned i'It.ich ccnot itutec! 
the ~tock bclor.gin~ to tt .. e Ccm}nny con tin,Jently t>f.'mc ol: ... Oht:il:h 
Your;E:ei 1 s siz~in~ wei e broAen up a.nu returned to th<.; Com~.~any 
COJlf'CCUti VCly • 

.13. i~s .. to .t.hc rc}'al ticc \4UC in re::pcct .;,1: the :454 rccor..;:.e c:f 
Chei.t:.h Yoar.sc.f, cr(;;c.iit r:houlu hv.ve bee:n ,3ivc;;n t.u the ::lcirni!J.'o 
b)! the CO::l~~any .in its six-.:lcnthly ~ccotint or as soon o.n pOSf>i ble 
the:rcn.ftcl'• _r. Vq;cl refer£ . .:ni t.re ..,'elonico t.o lluyes .ror 
dctnils .in rc;;nrd. to theze acc\:unts in tihlcli l;El"erencc to ·the 
said royalties choula. be iound. · · · 

Uai tre .Eelonico therE:! ore ::u::.:e~stc that tl1c .:;upr--:le::~cntury 

aftidnvit should so far ao it concernc the stock ccn!'ora in its 

state~ent tv the evidence o:f the Chartered ~ccountants ~ho in 
'~ . 

tbeir turn .~houlci surport. the ctatcO;itnt oi' :.rr. Vce;cl onli in re:-

--gard to the r~y~ties Ghould state tht.:t the.:J have been crlditcu 

~·huulc.i cive uciia~lo o1: the roial tico ment~oncd c.d1ibitins to tile 

ni'1'iuuvit if ?Oso.ible the docu:nentary proo.f~ 

i.!aitre .Felonico ttaten thr.t.t a~ t.he ~crinc on ;5rd l.iarch 11e.xt :.... 

in addition to t..'lc n.i~~ ici:o.v it l1c ho.c rccci voci he v:ill also put in 

evidence the etcc¥. book z:nd the JtJurnal o£ Ur. Vogel ea v;ell ns ; 



\. 

. 
• 

c 

i• 
).1~ ~~ \o 
V U-\JJ~ 

~~IJ- .. &~~ 
25446 

~OLE CONCESSIONAIRE OF THE GRAMOPHONE Co., LTD • 
F'OR '-. ··" ·- _ 

EGYPT, SUDAN. ABYSSINIA. OTTOMAN EMPIRE, GREECE, SYRI". 
"' PALESTINE & CYPRUS. 

BANICt ANGLD-EGYPTIAN BANK. 

RETAIL BRANCHES o 
Truoaa .. a o11 c:.ao.c, 

GRAMOPHONE. ALEXANDRIA. ALEXANDRIA. 

Dear Sirs. 

SHKitiP P•aM4 ST •• 28 

TELIEPHOHC• 1494. 

CAIRO, 
SHARI" MAQMfiA.t. 

CON1'1 .. 1N1.AL. 0UIIr.DIH08. 

TII:LEPHOHIII 2122. 

F.eve.:-ting tc my letter. of tr.e lEth u1~o.tro to da"te 
-wi thcut n. rer.lY. I rt;gret to h<4Ve to i.nfol'r.l you 'fr-at t!le !a~:re1· 
of the Reirs of C!leik"h You~sef !'"4s hAd ~epositeci a leba.l a.c't. 
at my Cairo ~hopi!ntimating ;::-.Alfred Clark.os General ~anaser 
cf the Grano:phor.e Co. nn~ ~yf.elf. a:: !!ana;er of the 'Egyptian 
:Branch.to .justify v:hy no ro:;alty c:as paid out since 1914 and 
rendcrint; t~e Cc:1par:7' re~pcnEi'hle for "t-he iseuine; of C~t~ilch 
Youc~ef records ry t~e Pol~hon. 

I handed thie act to !!.r.Felcnico v.~o t'dll ha.ve to . 
eto.te : 

1o) ~hat ! a~ not the Local ~~n~er of the Co~par.y 
'-, sine e a.l:-out 10 years. 

\ 

2o) T.~at t~e Ccnpar.y rAe done everythir.& i~ i~s po• 
wer to protect the ieeuing cf ~eikh Yc~ssef re­
col·ci~ by t'h.e Polyphone a.."1d t~1e =!Uetl.ior. of the 
" force ma.1eure " 

::a!t:;.:e :relcr.ice: ·;:-ill '\':rjte :.'ou in eYt~n~o on tl:e matter anci 
-



,--
' 

- 2 - !!ayes 

riY..htly a.:-g~tes that the acticn of th.e heirs c:f Chdkh 
Yo us r.cf '::ill "be of bene: it to us j r: the pending lawEui t '.':1 "th 
pa-oazian.nro"":!r.g etill cJe~rer \.o the ':l.'ril~t.a~al .t~e ~a'i.ar.es 
acne "h:,' thE- Polyy.hone- t.h:rout;'h the iJ licit i·:rpc.rts.- -

Youre faithfully. 



Ur. COO,lJer -2-· 13th Fcbruary,l925 

the SU.P·~::le:u~nta.r.v a!ticlr.ivit \'ihich he now aolt.o ror. He -truets 

that with this :further evidence lu: Vlill be in a pouition to 

comply entirely_ -with the further 1nYafm~tion asked tor by t be 

Court. 

He requests expedition so that he l!iaY 1·-ecei ve the.: afi"idavi t 

if 1 t is to be ~;ent so.:lc d<lys bt!ore the he~rir.g. 

- I encloce copy. o.f you1 previous at:fidavi t for rcfe1·cnce 

which l'.indly return. If the BU.Pl>lement~11·y nffie&~Vi t can be 

cent on th(; linen Dll6..:.eotcd I ahall be glad tu -1·ecei ve the 

neC8J;S&ry inforl:ation to prepare c;s.:.~.e.-
. ~ .. ·- ' • .r, : .... -... -. 

;.· 
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ll/A.t 
l!r.Redshave 1Ulliams, . 

. Legal Dent~ 

l?.Pebru~ty.l925. 
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ClmiKH YOUSS!EF. 

With regard to the further information required by 

Uait~e Felonico, I am prepared. to swear that none of our 

Branches or Subsidiu.ry· Companies· held stocks of Cheikh 

Youssef records. In order to prevent interference with 

our Egyptian business it. was necessary to keep a constant 

control over all orders for Cheikh Youssef re~ords,and 

standing instruct-ions were issued to the Hanover Yactory 
. . 

th~t no orders for Cheikh·Y~uoaef records ~~re to be 

executed for any ~ranch or Subsidiary Cospany. except 

..A.leliandrfa, without special confirmation of each order 

from the Head Office. I forvrard letters dated August 

25th. 1909 and SepteQber 13th, 1909 from the Hanover 

F~ctory in ~pport of my state~ent. 

As regards the second point, that is the payment of 

Royalty on the 454 Cheikh Youssef records in stock at 

C l~le::xnndrin on the closing of the Branch, our Books. sho~. 

sales of Chei~h Youasef records in half-yearly periods 

as under:-

July to .December 1912 ••••• ?96. 

Jany.to .Tune 191:3 ••••• 1110. 

July to December 1913 ••••• 1056 • 

Jany.to June 1914 •••.•• 1463 

It ie now eleven years since the transactions occur=ed 

nnd it is :-~baolutelv i::mossible to trr...ce c~1l the vouchers .. -
o~ which the total& in the ~ooks were written up. The 

figures snow w1 increP~e ~n sales during the period January 
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Q->'~~.\~· · With regard to the further information required by 
\ r.~ 
J,...... Uai t~e Felonico. I am prepared ·to swear. that none· of our 

0 

Branches or Subsidiary Companies·held stocks of Cheikh 

Youssef records. In order to prevent interference with 

our Egyptian business it. was necessary to keep a constant 

control over all orders for Cheikh Youssef records,and 

standing instructions were issued to the Hanover Yactory 

th:...t no orders for Cheikh Youssef records were to be 

executed for any Branch or Subsidiary Co:.pany 1 except 

J~eaandria, without special confirmation of each order 

from the Head Office. I forward letters dated August 

25th. 1909 and Septeober 13th, 1909 from the Hanover 

F~ctory in ~upport of my statement. 

As regards the second point, that .is the paym.ent of 
• ..I . ·. : ~- ' •. 

Royalty on the 454 Cheikh Youssef records in stock at· 

0 Ale:xandria on the closing o:r the Branch, our Bo.oka show · 

sales of Chei~h Youssef records in hall-yearly periods 

·as under:-

July to .December 1912 ••••• ?95. 

Jany.to June 1913 •••••. 1110. 

July to December 1913 ••••• 1055. 

Jany.to June 1914 •••.•• 1463 

It .is now eleven years since the transactions occurred 

·and it is ~bsolutely iopossible to trace all the·vouchers 

od which the totals in the Eooks were written up. The 

figures show w1 increase ~n sales during the period Januar.y 

to June 1914, over the previous huli'-years, a1most equiva­

lent to the number of records in stock, but in the· absence 
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of vouchers I .am .. not '.}~repare~;}iO. :·:~wea.r,:-tba:t::;~i~.:~~p•.··,;;:~:::~·~~ .. ;~.,.~~Tt~~:~~< 
. : . · -~· · I ~;-~ -~;_:~-... ~~:/:--··;. ~~-~-~~:·.-~.:~~-~.:,·~/:~:~-:.-.· _, ~-; ... - : ·· ·_ ·: ! ·; ~- ·-~_: :-~ -~--~-~.?~~ t ~l~·.;~{~:~;1·~r ~ ~~ ; ~>-~-~- .. ·.; ~~_::_<·~~t; < .. ·.~?:~~:~:~_;..~-{~,"-. 

cx·ease is caused by ~the .bringin{f·in 'of: the·.:~·atock.''. -':;.',\'. ~<: = .. :.;.~::· .. ;·_,,·~:':·'.~ 

. • . Ac/:'.;,'i.> ,, , , .. ~: , ''::·(:'f~!i;.~~~;~· ):_ · L·.}l~!i!: : figureo. 

W).th my previous Affidavit .I. exhibited.·_marked ~:~~·:) . .-..~-'.' "-. ' ,.· .: -.:.-~:; ~:~·-;.:-.'~~-.. ~~~~:>.·-~:.~- .·: :';'·:·I -.~ ~-;·; ~-- ... ~--~~;_>~-:-~--- ---~; :~. . . ~<.· :}·~\~)-~:~~;_; 
w.H.c.l. a specimen ·'invoice \vhich was one ··c,:r the· vouchers '·· 

in queotion. It was a long and tediouo process, and it 
. ' . _ .... 

waw.very largely a question of luck 

all. 
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